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Topics

•1) Case Study: The United Reformed Church

•2) How you can reduce your energy costs by                                    

understanding your bills and tariffs.

•3) The need for diarisation and negotiation 

•4) Terms and conditions for terminations 

•5) VAT on bills 

•6) Energy brokers - what they do and what to look for 

•7) Understanding Green tariffs

•8) The ARK (Additional Renewable Kilowatt) tariff



1) Case Study: The United Reformed Church

GAS 

URC HO Tavistock Place 

London

St Chg 

p.a. pence/kWh kWh/year

Total Gas & Power 01/12/2005 - 2009 4yrs £1,420 2.4787 158986

4 yr Cost£21,443

TG&P  renewal price 20093.5250

Annual saving at year 4£243
Example annual cost of  gas prices at July 

2008 £7027 4.42

Annual cost during contract

£5,361 
(31%less) 2.4787

Corona Energy 01/12/2009 -2011 2yrs 2.543 158986

2 yr Cost£8,086

Proj total cost if  10% increase. p.a.£9,339

Projected save over term£1,253

http://www.energyseer.com/index_files/gas flame.jpg


ELECTRICITY

Bury St Edmunds U R C

BGB price

26/10/2007

BGB 

current kWh/pa

BGB 3 year contract with ARK tariff 3yrs 34,559

St Charge 77.09p/day 20.62

Day 8.72 9.92

Night 4.86 5.24

Ev/W 6.3 9.3

3yr cost£7,434

Equivalent current price£7,995

Current saving status

£561 

(7.5%)

Christian Aid ARK tariff  element£414

1) Case Study: The United Reformed Church

http://i169.photobucket.com/albums/u214/geekygrl27/electricity.jpg


Topic 2: How you can reduce your energy costs by                                      

understanding your bills and your tariffs 

Appropriate tariff

Longer term contracts

Regular meter reads

Gas therms/kwh

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/200812/r327048_1467959.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/03/06/2508821.htm&usg=__BwMntmaVc6NL3fQgcUQcbNI-Wyk=&h=538&w=840&sz=167&hl=en&start=8&itbs=1&tbnid=1d-gctd1O4yYVM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=145&prev=/images?q=cash+pounds&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


Topics 3 and 4) Diarisation, Termination, Negotiation

Varying Termination “windows”

Rollover: No options length, price, green

High cancellation penalties mid-contract

Termination opens door to alternatives

Ofgem Microbusiness changes



5) VAT on bills

VAT always 5% regardless of  volume usage

HMRC 60% mixed charity/business use rule :

If 60% or more of the fuel or power is for qualifying use, you should treat the 

whole supply as for qualifying use and charge tax at the reduced rate.

If less than 60% of the fuel or power is for qualifying use, you should charge 

VAT: at the reduced rate on that portion which is for qualifying use; and

at the standard rate on that portion which is for non-qualifying use.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.silicon.com/i/s4/illo/photos/2009/October/hmrc2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.silicon.com/management/public-sector/2009/10/30/taxman-to-save-110m-by-taking-an-axe-to-its-it-estate-39617374/&usg=__tpLRbRd4R8omzvXRn6Vl4Y_1Bms=&h=267&w=360&sz=33&hl=en&start=24&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=8F1BcXa3Oaf_PM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=hmrc&start=18&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1


6) Energy brokers - what they do and what to look for

Save money on Energy procurement

Contract Management;

Diarisation/Termination/Negotiation , Letter of  Authority

Disputes with energy suppliers

Meter readings

Creative solutions e.g. ARK tariff, Group Agreements, High/Low  usage

Favourable renewal terms

Fees. Most brokers are remunerated by the energy companies and 

shouldn’t charge a fee. 

Membership or associate membership of  Third Party Intermediary 

association such as the UIA (Utilities Intermediaries Association )

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ci.north-saint-paul.mn.us/vertical/Sites/{806247FC-8CDA-4FF4-A9CD-4492647B36B7}/uploads/{F35CB9A6-1F48-49CB-9C55-CC1BB56AB666}.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.ci.north-saint-paul.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={BEB6715B-DA4E-4BBE-8701-FDF348AEBBF7}&DE={5519F97C-570C-497C-832A-6DD2050ED8BF}&h=287&w=285&sz=88&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=FaKx_pyo1TXswM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=114&prev=/images?q=electricity+meter&gbv=2&hl=en


7) Understanding Green tariffs

Green Electricity Certification scheme, Feb 2010.

Additionality- avoids repackaging of  renewable energy that 

suppliers are legally required to sell under European rules and 

calling it “green” 

Carbon offsets?

Large Scale/Small Scale Hydro 

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme 



ARK tariff Electricity 0.4p/kwh uplift

ARK tariff Gas 0.08p/kwh uplift

Renewable Energy projects in Mali

.

8) The ARK (Additional Renewable Kilowatt) tariff



On behalf of  Gaia Communications

THANK YOU for listening

I will be available at the end of the 

session to answer any questions.


